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Situation 
 
In a 10 race handicap series run over 5 days, the carbon fibre spinnaker pole of a boat was 
broken in a collision 15 seconds before the start of race 3. Race 3 was the first race on the 
second racing day. In the protest hearing, the protest committee decided that the boat was 
entitled to redress under rule 62.1(b). 
 
When considering redress the protest committee took into account the fact that a replacement 
pole of the same length was not available, and that the damaged pole could not be repaired 
before racing the following day. The boat would therefore not be starting in 4 races.   
 
Question 1 
 
If the boat could have sailed on the third day without using her spinnaker, or sailed using the 
spinnaker but with a shorter spinnaker pole (both with an appropriate handicap correction), would 
it be correct to award average points, or would a better option be to require the boat to sail in a 
less than optimal configuration? 
 
Answer 1 
 
If the protest committee is convinced that the damage caused to the boat made her equipment 
less functional in a way that would make her score significantly worse in the race in question and 
in any subsequent races, then the boat should be given redress. When deciding which redress is 
the most appropriate one, the protest committee shall take into account the damage, how much it 
affected the performance of the boat, the possibilities of repairing and/or replacing the equipment, 
etc. 
 
In order to consider redress for the races completed on the third day, the protest committee has 
to be convinced that not having her equipment ready to compete or replaced is ‘through no fault 
of her own’, otherwise, redress for the races completed on day 3 should not be given. Generally, 
a spinnaker pole is considered to be repairable for the next day.  
 
In addition, the protest committee should ensure that out of the counting races in a boat’s series 
score, the majority of scores are based on finishing positions in completed races (Q&A F4 
2007.01). 

If they had the opportunity to repair or replace the spinnaker pole for the next day but failed to do 
so, the boat could decide to sail in a less than optimal configuration, but this would be by the 
boat’s own choice. A protest committee can never require a boat to race in any circumstances, as 
the decision to race is always the boat’s own responsibility (rule 4). 
 
Question 2 
 
Assuming the sailing instructions allow for a discard, should one race be discarded before 
calculating the average points? 
 



Answer 2 
 
No, normally not. Although the protest committee may make any arrangement they consider the 
fairest for all the boats involved, rule A10 gives a guidance on redress and rule A10(a) specifically 
refers to counting all the races in the series.  
 
Question 3 
 
A boat becomes tied on points with another boat, but her redress score for one (or more) race is 
not the mathematical average but has been rounded up or down. Should a tiebreak be based on 
her corrected score or on the score before it was rounded to the nearest tenth of a point? 
 
Answer 3 
 
When the protest committee adjust a boat’s score by giving her redress, this new score 
(calculated as decided by the protest committee) becomes her actual score for the race(s) in 
question. A series-score tie is to be broken by applying rule A8, unless the sailing instructions 
have changed those rules. 
 
 


